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Abstract. The properties of sod-podzolic soils (Albic Retisols) of the MBG RAS under
the influence of hardwood chips used to cover the path network have been studied. The
low fermentative activity, an increase in the content of organic matter and labile humic
substances at the initial stages of the existence of chip coating were found in upper soil
horizons. Based on the results of a 2-year experiment and observations of a covered path
in the arboretum of the GBS, it can be argued that the coating of hardwood chips has
little effect on the enzymatic activity and organic matter of the soil under the paths and
in their inmediate vicinity. On the periphery of the paths covered with wood chips, this
effect can be described as weakly positive.
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